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WHERE DO REPUBLICAN CHARLES BAKER AND INDEPENDENT TIM CAHILL STAND ON THE ENVIRONMENT?

Charles Baker:
Questions Climate Change

· Charlie Baker has questioned whether climate change is even real, saying, “I can get you eight professors from MIT who could debate the topic, but the result could be muddied.” AP, February 4, 2010
· When asked about the human role in climate change, the gubernatorial candidate replied, “I don’t think whether I believe or not matters in this conversation.” Boston Globe, “Charlie Baker’s willful ignorance”, February 11, 2010 
· When a Boston Globe reporter further quizzed Baker on climate change, Baker replied, “I’m not saying I believe in it. I’m not saying I don’t. You’re asking me to take a position on something I don’t know enough about. I absolutely am not smart enough to believe that I know the answer to that question.” Boston Globe, “Charlie Baker’s willful ignorance,”, February 11, 2010 
Against Cape Wind
· Is opposed to Cape Wind, and issued a statement following Cape Wind’s final approval voicing his lack of support. Mass Beacon, “Cape Wind Decision cheered by Governor Patrick, questioned by Baker,” April 28, 2010
No-Show at Environmental Forum:
· Baker refuses to engage on the issues of climate change. He did not attend an environmental gubernatorial forum in June, despite efforts by the forum’s organizers to work around his schedule. Mass Audubon’s Director of Government and Public Policy, Jack Clarke said, “We would have done it around Baker’s schedule, the issues of climate change and the environment are particularly important topics for the gubernatorial campaign in light of the Gulf oil spill. It is not something that a candidate should avoid.” Boston Globe, “Baker won’t attend candidates forum on environmental issues,” June 21, 2010
· Tufts University Professor Jeff Berry commented on Baker not engaging on the issue of climate change, “It seems to be a strategic error on this part to define his image as a rock-ribbed conservative. I don’t think this is the kind of state where you run a ‘drill, baby, drill’ campaign. It is especially odd given the Gulf oil spill that has heightened environmental sensitivities.” Boston Globe, “Baker won’t attend candidates forum on environmental issues,” June 21, 2010
Tim Cahill on the Environment:

· Tim Cahill has said that as a “market-driven politician,” he can only promise environmentalists a ‘seat at the table’ but nothing more until the economy improves. Boston Globe, “Candidates vary on global warming,” June 30, 2010.
· Is running for Governor yet says he lacks the technical expertise to make a judgment about global warming. Boston Globe, “Candidates vary on global warming,” June 30, 2010.
· At the June 29 Environmental Forum Cahill admitted that he foresees conflicts with environmentalists because he will favor ‘pro-growth’ over the environment. Boston Globe, “Candidates vary on global warming,” June 30, 2010.
· Is opposed to Cape Wind and criticized it as a “feel good project” and “not the real solution” because it will drive up energy costs. Said, “We all think of the Netherlands and we think of all these windmills. It’s really quaint. And it seems so much nicer than a big, bad energy plant or nuclear power. At the end of the day, it’s an industrial opportunity.” Boston Globe, “Cahill says Cape Wind is ‘not the real solution’ to state’s energy needs”, 4/29/2010 
